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BRITISH COLUMBIA



APRIL/MAY 2020  |  HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  41

WELCOME to WHISTLER
BRITISH COLUMBIA MAY BE BEST KNOWN FOR ITS WINTER SKI SLOPES AND COZY 
FIRESIDES, BUT THERE’S REALLY NO BETTER TIME THAN SPRING TO VISIT WHISTLER, BC. 
AS THE DAYS GROW LONGER AND WARMER, THIS PICTURESQUE ALPINE MOUNTAIN 
TOWN OFFERS PLENTY OF ADVENTURES OFF THE SLOPES. TAKE A BIKE RIDE THROUGH 
WILDFLOWER FIELDS AND PAST SNOW-CAPPED PEAKS OR ENJOY A HIKE AROUND A 
GLACIER-FED LAKE. CATCH A HELICOPTER RIDE TO TOUR AN ICE CAVE. OR SIMPLY 
RELAX AND SPEND AN AFTERNOON AT A SCANDINAVIAN-INSPIRED SPA FOLLOWED 
BY AN EVENING WITH S’MORES AND WINE AROUND AN OUTDOOR FIREPIT. AND, 
DON’T WORRY, IF YOU MAKE IT BEFORE THE END OF MAY, THOSE SLOPES ARE STILL 
OPEN, AND THE POWDER IS AS PERFECT AS EVER. 

Written by Sarah Crosland
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STAY 
A crackling fire and mountain views greet you at the 
rustic-meets-elegant Four Seasons Whistler. Just a 
short stroll to the nearby car-free village and an even 
shorter walk to the ski lifts, the resort is nestled at the 
base of Blackcomb and Whistler mountains. 

It offers all of the luxuries you’d expect at a Four 
Seasons—from a firepit-side cocktail bar to Evian 
spritzes as you lounge poolside. Not that you’ll want 
to spend much time lounging in this adrenaline-fueled 
town. In addition to gorgeous golf courses, a ski 
concierge experience, and horseback riding, the resort’s 
more exhilarating offerings include helicopter rides 
to explore ice chambers and even bear watching. And 
at the end of the day, the Four Seasons’ 
inviting rooms—each with its own 
fireplace and balcony—are perfect for 
unwinding in plush beds before setting 
out on your next adventure.

travel

CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
FO

U
R 

SE
A

SO
N

S 
W

H
IS

TL
ER

.



44   HOME DESIGN & DECOR CHARLOTTE  |  APRIL/MAY 2020

travel

SI
D

EC
U

T:
 C

O
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
FO

U
R 

SE
A

SO
N

S 
W

H
IS

TL
ER

; B
A

R 
O

SO
 A

N
D

 A
RA

XI
: 

CO
U

RT
ES

Y 
O

F 
TO

PT
A

BL
E 

G
RO

U
P.

EAT 
Whistler may feel like a remote 
Pacific Northwest village, but make 
no mistake, this is a food destination 
serving up sophisticated fare and 
global flavors. Tucked into the center 
of Whistler Village is perhaps its most 
well-known restaurant, Araxi, where 
James Beard–nominated chef James 
Walt has garnered international 
accolades for his focus on regional 
farms and seafood. 

Just down the street, you’ll find 
Araxi’s sister restaurant, Bar Oso. 
This tiny but lively 
spot is known 
for its tapas and 
cocktails. Snag a 
stool at the bar and 
start with one of the 
charcuterie boards, 
heaped high with 
cured meats and 
artisanal cheeses. 
This is the kind of 
place where you can 
start your night with 
a snack or settle 
in for an evening 
of flavorful small 
plates. 

 

One of the village’s best dining 
destinations only has a few scattered 
tables and always requires a wait in line. 
Purebread bakery, which is known for 
its buttery croissants, creatively flavored 
scones (think Earl Grey with lavender 
icing), and savory pastries, is a favorite 
for fueling up before a day outdoors—and 
always worth the wait. 

For the best view alongside your bites, 
catch the gondola to the top of Blackcomb 
for a sunny lunch on the patio at Christine’s 
on Blackcomb in the Rendezvous Lodge. Its 
perch offers panoramic views, and its menu 

features remarkably delicious fare (order 
the albacore tuna with black-pepper aioli) 
for a mountaintop restaurant.

And wherever you choose to dine, plan 
on completing your culinary adventures for 
the day on the heated terrace of the Four 
Seasons’ Sidecut restaurant, where you’ll 
find a vintage camper serving cocktails 
perfect for sipping by the firepit late into  
the evening.

travel

Bar OsoAraxi

Sidecut

Bar Oso
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The Draftsman

Each summer, the 
traveling dinner party 
known as Outstanding in 
the Field (OITF) sets its 
signature long table in the 
stunning emerald-green 
valley at the base of the 
Coast Mountains, just half 
an hour from Whistler. 
Set on a working fruit 
orchard and vegetable 
farm, the dinner is 
prepared by a notable 
British Columbia chef 
and then enjoyed family-
style in the lush field. 
It’s a magical afternoon 
and evening that includes 
summery cocktails in the 
gardens, a tour through 
bushes heavy with plump 
berries, and incomparable 
dinner views. To purchase 
tickets and learn more 
about the dinner, visit 
outstandinginthefield.com

OUTSTANDING 
IN THE FIELD 
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DO 
There’s no denying that this beautiful 
mountain village is a favorite for adrenaline 
junkies. Whistler Blackcomb has more 
than 2,200 acres of black and double-black 
runs. The Whistler Sliding Centre offers 
the chance to bobsled down a track at more 
than eighty miles per hour. And the town 

boasts North America’s longest zipline, 
which spans more than 1.2 miles. With 
these kinds of stats, things like the Four 
Seasons’ helicopter ride to explore natural 
ice caves or whitewater rafting down one of 
the nearby rivers seem relatively relaxing. 

For those who prefer their fun with a 
slightly less elevated heart rate, there’s no 
shortage of easy hikes and bike rides in the 

area. Rent a bike from 
the Four Seasons and 
cycle to Rainbow Park 
for breathtaking views of 
Whistler and Blackcomb 

mountains. Or hike from the hotel through 
wooded trails to Lost Lake, where you’ll 
find a sandy beach and a tree-shaded loop 
around the lake. 

The most relaxing way to spend a day 
here, though, may be at the Scandinave 
Spa, a mountainside spa where outdoor 
baths are tucked among cedar trees. Warm 
up in a wood-burning sauna before plunging 
into an icy pool. Relax in a steaming hot 
bath before stepping under a Nordic 
waterfall. Or simply settle into one of the 
hammocks, breathing in the clear mountain 
air at this ultimate wellness destination.
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